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TOWN OF GRANBY, NEW YORK 

LOCAL LAW NO. 2 OF THE YEAR 2026 

A LOCAL LAW PROVIDING FOR THE LICENSING, IDENTIFICATION, AND CONTROL OF 
DOGS WITHIN THE TOWN OF GRANBY, AND SUPERSEDING ALL PRIOR LOCAL LAWS 

AND ORDINANCES RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF DOGS WITHIN THE TOWN 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Granby, County of Oswego, State of 

New York, as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. TITLE 

This Local Law shall be known and may be cited as the "Dog Control Law of the Town of Granby." 

SECTION 2. AUTHORITY 

This Local Law is enacted pursuant to the authority granted by Article 7 of the New York State 

Agriculture and Markets Law (§§ 106 through 127), Section 10 of the New York State Municipal 

Home Rule Law, and Article 21, Title IV of the New York State Public Health Law (§§ 2140 through 

2146). This Local Law supersedes in its entirety all prior local laws and ordinances of the Town 

of Granby relating to the regulation, licensing, identification, and control of dogs. 

SECTION 3. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Local Law is to preserve public peace and good order in the Town of Granby, 

and to promote and protect the public health, safety, and welfare of its residents by providing for 

the licensing, identification, and control of dogs within the Town; establishing procedures for the 

seizure, impoundment, and redemption of dogs; addressing the identification and control of 

dangerous dogs consistent with § 108(24) and § 123 of the Agriculture and Markets Law; and 

setting forth enforcement procedures and civil penalties consistent with State-mandated 

municipal enforcement guidelines. 

SECTION 4. DEFINITIONS 

As used in this Local Law, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated below. All terms 

not defined herein shall have the meaning given to them under Article 7 of the New York State 

Agriculture and Markets Law: 

ADOPTION. The delivery of any dog for which the redemption period has expired to any 

person for the keeping of such dog as a pet. 

ANIMAL SHELTER or POUND. A facility designated by the Town for the receiving, holding, 

and disposition of seized or surrendered dogs pursuant to the Agriculture and Markets Law. 

AT LARGE. Any dog off the premises of its owner, whether leashed or unleashed, that is not 

under the direct physical control of a responsible person by leash, cord, or chain not exceeding 
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six (6) feet in length; provided, however, that a dog on the premises of another person with 

the express consent of such person shall not be deemed at large. 

COMPANION ANIMAL or PET. As defined in § 350(5) of the Agriculture and Markets Law, 

any dog or cat, and any other domesticated animal normally maintained in or near the 

household of its owner. 

DANGEROUS DOG. Any dog which (i) without justification attacks a person, companion 

animal, farm animal, or domestic animal and causes physical injury or death, or (ii) behaves 

in a manner which a reasonable person would believe poses a serious and unjustified 

imminent threat of serious physical injury or death to one or more persons, companion 

animals, farm animals, or domestic animals, or (iii) without justification attacks a service dog, 

guide dog, or hearing dog and causes physical injury or death. "Dangerous dog" does not 

include a police work dog acting in such manner while being used to assist one or more law 

enforcement officers in the performance of their official duties. 

DOG. Any male or female member of the species canis familiaris, whether licensed or 

unlicensed. 

DOG CONTROL OFFICER (DCO). The individual appointed by the Town Board pursuant to 

§ 113 of the Agriculture and Markets Law to assist in the enforcement of this Local Law and 

Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law, or any authorized officer, agent, or employee of 

an incorporated humane society or similar dog protective association under contract with the 

Town for such purpose. The DCO is a "peace officer" only to the extent expressly provided by 

law. 

DOMESTIC ANIMAL. As defined in § 108(7) of the Agriculture and Markets Law, any 

domesticated sheep, horse, cattle, deer, llama, goat, swine, fowl, duck, goose, swan, turkey, 

rabbit, pheasant, or other bird raised in confinement under license from the State Department 

of Environmental Conservation before release from captivity. 

FARM ANIMAL. As defined in § 350(4) of the Agriculture and Markets Law, poultry, cattle, 

sheep, swine, goats, llamas, horses, or fur-bearing animals raised for commercial or food 

purposes. 

GUIDE DOG, HEARING DOG, SERVICE DOG, WORKING SEARCH DOG, DETECTION 

DOG, and THERAPY DOG. As respectively defined in subdivisions 9, 21, 22, 25, 27, and 26 

of § 108 of the Agriculture and Markets Law. 

HARBOR. To provide food or shelter for any dog. Any person harboring a dog for a period of 

one (1) week or more shall be deemed the owner of such dog for purposes of this Local Law. 

IDENTIFICATION TAG. A tag issued by the Town Clerk that sets forth the municipal 

identification number assigned to the dog, together with the name of the Town of Granby, the 

State of New York, and contact information for the Town. 

OWNER. Any person who keeps, harbors, or has custody, care, or control of a dog. Dogs 

owned by minors shall be deemed to be in the custody and control of the parent or head of 

the household in which the minor resides. 
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PERSON. Any individual, corporation, partnership, association, or other legal entity, including 

any municipality. 

PHYSICAL INJURY. As defined in § 10.00(9) of the Penal Law, impairment of physical 

condition or substantial pain. 

SERIOUS PHYSICAL INJURY. As defined in § 10.00(10) of the Penal Law, physical injury 

which creates a substantial risk of death, or which causes death or serious and protracted 

disfigurement, protracted impairment of health, or protracted loss or impairment of the function 

of any bodily organ. 

TOWN. The Town of Granby, County of Oswego, State of New York. 

TOWN CLERK. The duly elected or appointed Town Clerk of the Town of Granby, or a deputy 

thereof. 

SECTION 5. LICENSING AND IDENTIFICATION 

A. License Required 

The owner of any dog four (4) months of age or older harbored within the Town shall make 

application to the Town Clerk to obtain a current license for such dog in accordance with § 109 of 

the Agriculture and Markets Law and this Local Law. No license shall be required for any dog 

under the age of four (4) months that is not at large, or for any dog residing in a duly incorporated 

animal shelter, humane society, or pound. 

B. Application 

An application for a dog license or renewal thereof shall be submitted to the Town Clerk on a form 

prescribed by the Clerk and shall include: 

(1) the name, residence address, and telephone number of each owner; (2) the name, sex, actual 

or approximate age, breed, color, markings, and any other identifying characteristics of the dog; 

(3) whether the dog has been spayed or neutered; (4) the Town-issued municipal identification 

number of the dog, if previously issued; and (5) any additional information required by the Town 

Clerk or by the Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets. 

C. Rabies Vaccination Certificate Required 

Every application shall be accompanied by a certificate signed by a licensed veterinarian showing 

that the dog has been vaccinated against rabies in accordance with § 2141 of the Public Health 

Law, or, in lieu thereof, a statement signed by a licensed veterinarian stating that because of old 

age or other reason the life of the dog would be endangered by the administration of vaccine. 

Every dog, cat, and domesticated ferret harbored within the Town shall be vaccinated against 

rabies no later than four (4) months of age, shall receive a second vaccination within one (1) year 

of the first, and shall receive subsequent vaccinations in accordance with the USDA-licensed 

duration of immunity of the vaccine used. 

D. Spay/Neuter Certificate 
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In the case of a spayed or neutered dog, the application shall be accompanied by a certificate 

signed by a licensed veterinarian or an affidavit signed by the owner attesting to such spaying or 

neutering, provided no such certificate or affidavit shall be required if the same is already on file 

with the Town Clerk. In lieu thereof, an owner may present a statement certified by a licensed 

veterinarian that spaying or neutering would endanger the life of the dog because of old age or 

other reason. 

E. License Fees 

The following license fees shall apply, which fees include the State surcharge required by § 110 

of the Agriculture and Markets Law for the purposes of animal population control and, where 

applicable, the State surcharge for indigent care programs: 

(1) Spayed or neutered dog: Ten dollars ($8.00), plus the applicable State surcharge. 

(2) Un-spayed or un-neutered dog: Twenty dollars ($16.00), plus the applicable State 

surcharge. 

(3) Purebred license (five or more purebred dogs owned): as established by the Town Board 

by resolution. 

(4) Replacement identification tag: Three dollars ($3.00). 

(5) Enumeration fee: Five dollars ($10.00) for each dog found unlicensed or with a lapsed 

license at the time of any enumeration authorized by the Town Board. 

(6) Late renewal penalty: Five dollars ($5.00) if the license is not renewed within the month of 

its expiration, plus an additional Five dollars ($5.00) for each additional month of nonpayment, 

not to exceed Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per dog license. 

(7) Guide, hearing, service, working search, therapy, and detection dogs shall be licensed, 

but all Town fees and surcharges shall be waived pursuant to § 110(3) of the Agriculture and 

Markets Law. 

(8) Residents of the Town of Granby age 65 or older will be granted a $3.00 discount on 

license fees. 

The Town Board may amend the schedule of fees by resolution, provided the State-mandated 

surcharges remain in effect. 

F. License Term and Renewal 

All dog licenses issued by the Town Clerk shall be valid for a period of one (1) year and shall 

expire on the last day of the last month of the twelve-month period for which they are issued; 

provided that no license shall be issued for a period expiring after the last day of the eleventh 

month following the expiration of the dog's current rabies certificate. Licenses are non-

transferable. Fees paid are non-refundable. 

G. Identification Tag 

Upon issuance of a license, the Town Clerk shall assign each licensed dog a municipal 

identification number, which shall be affixed to a tag that shall in turn be securely attached to the 
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dog's collar and worn by the dog at all times, except while the dog is participating in a dog show. 

No tag shall be affixed to any dog other than the one to which the corresponding number was 

assigned. 

H. Owner Notifications 

The owner of record of any licensed dog shall notify the Town Clerk within ten (10) days of any 

change in ownership or address, any loss or theft of the dog, or the death of the dog. 

I. Exemptions 

Any dog harbored within the Town that is owned by a resident of New York City or by a non-

resident of New York State and lawfully licensed elsewhere shall, for a period not to exceed thirty 

(30) days, be exempt from the licensing and identification provisions of this Local Law. 

SECTION 6. PROHIBITED ACTS AND RESTRICTIONS 

A. Acts Prohibited by Owners 

It shall be unlawful for any owner of a dog within the Town to permit or allow such dog to: 

(1) Run at large upon any public street, sidewalk, park, or other public property, or upon any 

private property without the express consent of the person entitled to possession of such 

property. 

(2) Engage in habitual loud howling, barking, or other conduct which unreasonably disturbs 

the comfort or repose of any person other than the owner for a continuous period exceeding 

thirty (30) minutes, or intermittently for periods aggregating more than one (1) hour within any 

three-hour period. This subsection shall not apply to guard or herding dogs on working farms 

protected under Article 25-AA of the Agriculture and Markets Law (the New York State "Right 

to Farm" Law). 

(3) Cause damage or destruction to property, or commit a nuisance, upon the premises of any 

person other than the owner. 

(4) Bite, chase, jump upon, or otherwise harass any person in a manner causing intimidation 

or reasonable apprehension of bodily harm. 

(5) Chase, leap upon, or otherwise harass any bicycle, motor vehicle, or other conveyance. 

(6) Chase, injure, or kill any dog, cat, companion animal, farm animal, or domestic animal. 

(7) Deposit fecal matter upon any public property or upon the private property of another 

without the property owner's consent, unless such fecal matter is immediately removed and 

disposed of in a sanitary manner. This subsection shall not apply to guide, hearing, or service 

dogs accompanying any person with a disability as defined in § 292(21) of the Executive Law. 

(8) Be at large without a current and valid New York State rabies vaccination tag affixed to its 

collar, provided the dog is at least four (4) months of age. 

(9) If a female dog in heat, be off the premises of the owner or left outside unattended. 
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B. Additional Unlawful Acts 

It shall also be unlawful for any owner or other person within the Town: 

(1) To fail to license any dog required to be licensed under this Local Law or Article 7 of the 

Agriculture and Markets Law. 

(2) To fail to affix and maintain a current valid identification tag on the dog's collar as required 

herein. 

(3) To knowingly affix to any dog a false, altered, or improper identification tag, rabies tag, or 

special identification tag for a guide, hearing, or service dog. 

(4) To fail to confine, restrain, or produce a dog when lawfully required to do so under this 

Local Law or Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law. 

(5) To fail to exercise due diligence in handling a dog if such handling results in harm to a 

guide, hearing, or service dog. 

(6) To hinder, resist, or interfere with the Dog Control Officer, any peace officer, police officer, 

or other person authorized to enforce this Local Law in the performance of his or her duties. 

SECTION 7. CARE AND TREATMENT OF DOGS 

Every owner or other person having custody or control of a dog within the Town shall provide for 

the humane care and treatment of such dog in accordance with Article 26 of the New York State 

Agriculture and Markets Law (§§ 353, 353-a, 353-b, and 353-d) and this Section. The provisions 

of this Section are intended to complement, and not to limit, the animal cruelty provisions of the 

State Penal Law and the Agriculture and Markets Law. 

A. Necessary Sustenance and Humane Treatment 

Consistent with § 353 of the Agriculture and Markets Law, no person shall overdrive, overload, 

torture, cruelly beat, unjustifiably injure, maim, mutilate, or kill any dog, nor deprive any dog of, or 

neglect or refuse to furnish it with, necessary sustenance, food, or drink. Every owner shall provide 

each dog in his or her custody with: 

(1) A daily supply of wholesome food and clean, potable water in quantities sufficient to maintain 

the dog in good health, provided in clean receptacles that are protected from contamination and, 

in freezing weather, from freezing. 

(2) Reasonable veterinary care sufficient to prevent unnecessary suffering, including but not 

limited to prompt attention to injury, illness, or disease, and current vaccinations required by law. 

(3) A clean, dry, and sanitary living environment, free from accumulations of excrement, refuse, 

or debris that could adversely affect the health of the dog. 

(4) Adequate space and opportunity for exercise appropriate to the breed, age, and physical 

condition of the dog, and reasonable opportunity for daily social interaction. 

(5) Protection from extremes of temperature, weather, and other environmental conditions that 

pose a risk to the dog's health or safety. 

B. Appropriate Shelter for Dogs Left Outdoors 
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Consistent with § 353-b of the Agriculture and Markets Law, any person who owns or has custody 

or control of a dog that is left outdoors shall provide it with shelter appropriate to its breed, physical 

condition, and the local climate. For purposes of this Subsection, a dog is "left outdoors" when it 

is outdoors in inclement weather without ready access to, or the ability to enter, a house, 

apartment, office building, or other permanent structure that complies with the standards set forth 

below. "Inclement weather" includes rain, sleet, ice, snow, wind, and extreme heat and cold, and 

any other weather conditions likely to adversely affect the health or safety of the dog. "Physical 

condition" includes any special medical needs of a dog due to disease, illness, injury, age, or 

breed about which the owner or custodian should reasonably be aware. 

Minimum shelter standards shall include: 

(1) For any dog restrained in any manner outdoors, shade by natural or artificial means sufficient 

to protect the dog from direct sunlight at all times when exposure to sunlight is likely to threaten 

the health of the dog. 

(2) For any dog left outdoors in inclement weather, a housing facility that: (a) has a waterproof 

roof; (b) is structurally sound with insulation appropriate to local climatic conditions and sufficient 

to protect the dog from inclement weather; (c) is constructed to allow the dog adequate freedom 

of movement to make normal postural adjustments, including the ability to stand up, turn around, 

and lie down with its limbs outstretched; and (d) allows for effective removal of excretions, other 

waste material, dirt, and trash. 

(3) The housing facility and the area immediately surrounding it shall be regularly cleaned to 

maintain a healthy and sanitary environment and to minimize health hazards. 

Inadequate shelter may be indicated by the size, structural soundness, or condition of the housing 

facility, by evidence of crowding within the facility, by the condition of the area immediately 

surrounding the facility, or by the appearance or physical condition of the dog itself. Upon a finding 

of any violation of this Subsection, any dog seized under this Local Law or Article 26 of the 

Agriculture and Markets Law that has not been voluntarily surrendered or forfeited by court order 

shall be returned to its owner or custodian only upon proof that appropriate shelter is being 

provided. 

C. Tethering, Restraint, and Confinement 

No dog shall be tethered, chained, padlocked or otherwise restrained outdoors in a manner that: 

(1) Uses a collar, harness, or restraint that is likely to cause injury to the dog, including a choke 

collar, prong collar, pinch collar, or any restraint of insufficient length to allow the dog to move 

freely, lie down comfortably, and access food, water, and appropriate shelter; 

(2) Permits the tether or restraint to become entangled so as to restrict the dog's movement below 

what is required by paragraph (1) above; 

(3) Exposes the dog to attack by other animals or to harassment by persons; or 

(4) Is used as a substitute for adequate shelter, exercise, socialization, or humane confinement. 
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Enclosures used to confine a dog outdoors shall be of sufficient size to permit the dog to make 

normal postural adjustments with adequate freedom of movement, shall be kept clean and 

sanitary, and shall be constructed and maintained so as to prevent injury to the dog. 

D. Abandonment 

No person shall abandon any dog. Abandonment of a dog shall be punishable as provided in § 

355 of the Agriculture and Markets Law and shall constitute a separate violation of this Local Law. 

A person who no longer wishes to keep a dog shall surrender the dog to the designated animal 

shelter, to a licensed animal rescue organization, or to another person willing to accept lawful 

custody. 

E. Reporting Cruelty 

Any person who observes conduct that reasonably appears to constitute a violation of this Section 

or of Article 26 of the Agriculture and Markets Law is encouraged to report such conduct to the 

Dog Control Officer or to the appropriate law enforcement agency. The Dog Control Officer shall 

investigate all such reports and shall, where warranted, refer matters constituting criminal animal 

cruelty to the appropriate law enforcement agency for prosecution under the Agriculture and 

Markets Law or the Penal Law. 

F. Penalties Specific to This Section 

A knowing violation of Subsection B (Appropriate Shelter) shall be punishable as a violation, by a 

fine of not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) nor more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for a first 

offense, and a fine of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor more than Two Hundred 

Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for a second and each subsequent offense, consistent with § 353-b(2)(a) 

of the Agriculture and Markets Law. Beginning seventy-two (72) hours after a charge under 

Subsection B is filed, each day that the defendant fails to correct the shelter deficiencies for a dog 

that remains outdoors in his or her custody shall constitute a separate offense. The court may, in 

its discretion, reduce any fine imposed under this Subsection by the amount the defendant proves 

he or she has spent to bring the dog shelter into compliance. Other violations of this Section shall 

be punishable as provided in Section 13 of this Local Law and, where applicable, under the 

Agriculture and Markets Law and the Penal Law. 

SECTION 8. RABIES CONTROL AND ANIMALS EXPOSED TO RABIES 

Any person owning, keeping, harboring, or having custody, care, or control of any dog within the 

Town known or suspected to have been bitten by another animal, whether wild or domesticated, 

or which has bitten a person or another animal, shall immediately confine the animal on the 

owner's premises and shall immediately notify the Dog Control Officer and the County Health 

Department, in accordance with § 2141, § 2142, and § 2145 of the Public Health Law and Part 2, 

Subpart 2-6 of Title 10 NYCRR. 

A dog that has bitten a person shall be confined and observed for a period of ten (10) days as 

required by § 2145(7) of the Public Health Law, at the owner's expense, at an appropriate facility 
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such as an animal shelter, veterinarian's office, or, where authorized by the County Health 

Department for animals actively immunized against rabies, at the owner's residence. 

Any person who willfully fails or refuses to submit a dog for rabies vaccination within ten (10) days 

after a request by the Dog Control Officer, a peace officer, a police officer, or a health officer shall 

be subject to the penalties set forth in this Local Law and § 2141(4) of the Public Health Law. 

SECTION 9. SEIZURE, IMPOUNDMENT, AND REDEMPTION 

A. Authority to Seize 

The Dog Control Officer, any peace officer acting pursuant to his or her special duties, or any 

police officer in the employ of or under contract to the Town shall seize, in accordance with § 117 

of the Agriculture and Markets Law: 

(1) Any dog which is not identified and which is not on the owner's premises; 

(2) Any dog which is not licensed, whether on or off the owner's premises; 

(3) Any licensed dog which is not under the control of its owner or custodian and is not on the 

premises of its owner or custodian, if there is probable cause to believe the dog is dangerous; 

and 

(4) Any dog which poses an immediate threat to public safety. 

The Dog Control Officer or other authorized officer may also seize any dog found in violation of 

any provision of this Local Law. Notwithstanding the foregoing, where there is no probable cause 

to believe a dog is dangerous, the officer may return a licensed dog directly to its owner of record 

at the address shown on such dog's license in lieu of impoundment. 

B. Sheltering 

Each dog seized under this Section shall be properly sheltered, fed, and watered during the 

applicable redemption period at the animal shelter designated by the Town Board by resolution. 

C. Notice of Seizure 

Promptly upon the seizure of any identified dog, the Dog Control Officer shall notify the owner of 

record of the dog either personally or by certified mail, return receipt requested, sent to the 

address of record. Such notice shall state the fact of the seizure, the location where the dog is 

being held, the procedure and fees required for redemption, and the applicable redemption period, 

and shall advise that the owner will forfeit title to the dog if it is not redeemed within that period. 

D. Redemption Periods 

The redemption periods established by this Local Law shall be as follows, consistent with § 117 

of the Agriculture and Markets Law: 

(1) Any dog which is not identified shall be held for a period of five (5) days from the date of 

seizure, during which period the dog may be redeemed by its owner upon proof of licensing 

and identification and payment of the impoundment fees set forth herein. 
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(2) Where an identified dog's owner is notified personally, the dog shall be held for a period 

of seven (7) days after the day of notice. 

(3) Where an identified dog's owner is notified by certified mail, the dog shall be held for a 

period of nine (9) days from the date of mailing. 

E. Impoundment Fees 

Impoundment fees shall be paid by the owner as a condition of redemption, as follows: 

(1) First impoundment within any twelve-month period: Thirty-five dollars ($35.00), plus daily 

boarding costs of Fifteen dollars ($15.00) per day (or the actual per-diem cost charged by the 

designated shelter, whichever is greater) for each twenty-four-hour period or part thereof. 

(2) Second impoundment within any twelve-month period: Fifty dollars ($50.00), plus daily 

boarding costs as set forth above. 

(3) Third and subsequent impoundments within any twelve-month period: One hundred dollars 

($100.00), plus daily boarding costs as set forth above. 

(4) The owner shall also be responsible for any veterinary care reasonably provided during 

the impoundment period. 

(5) Any dog that is deemed dangerous or aggressive by the shelter will be assessed  boarding 

costs of Fifteen dollars ($30.00) per day (or the actual per-diem cost charged by the 

designated shelter, whichever is greater) for each twenty-four-hour period or part thereof. 

All impoundment fees collected shall be the property of the Town and shall be used solely for 

controlling dogs and enforcing this Local Law, including subsidizing spay/neuter services, public 

humane education, and shelter costs, as required by § 117(5) of the Agriculture and Markets Law. 

F. Forfeiture 

An owner shall forfeit title to any dog not redeemed at the expiration of the applicable redemption 

period, and such dog shall then be made available for adoption or humanely euthanized subject 

to §§ 117 and 374 of the Agriculture and Markets Law. The former owner shall remain liable for 

all impoundment fees, boarding costs, and veterinary care incurred, together with any euthanasia 

fees, which the Town may recover in an action at law. 

SECTION 10. DANGEROUS DOGS 

A. Complaint Procedure 

Any person who witnesses an attack or threatened attack, or, in the case of a minor, an adult 

acting on behalf of such minor, may make a complaint of such attack or threatened attack upon 

a person, companion animal, farm animal, or domestic animal to the Dog Control Officer or to a 

police officer of the appropriate jurisdiction. The Dog Control Officer shall immediately inform the 

complainant of his or her right to commence a proceeding under § 123(2) of the Agriculture and 

Markets Law, and, if there is reason to believe the dog is a dangerous dog, the Dog Control Officer 

shall forthwith commence such a proceeding him- or herself. 
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B. Judicial Proceeding 

Upon a complaint under oath or affirmation, a Town Justice shall immediately determine whether 

there is probable cause to believe the dog is a dangerous dog and, if so, shall issue an order 

directing the Dog Control Officer, a peace officer, or a police officer to immediately seize the dog 

pending judicial determination. Whether or not probable cause for seizure is found, the Town 

Justice shall, within five (5) days and upon written notice of not less than two (2) days to the owner 

of the dog, hold a hearing on the complaint. The petitioner shall bear the burden of proving that 

the dog is a "dangerous dog" by clear and convincing evidence. 

C. Required and Permissive Orders 

If the Town Justice finds that the dog is a dangerous dog, the Justice shall order the neutering or 

spaying of the dog and the microchipping of the dog, and shall order one or more of the following 

as deemed necessary for the protection of the public: 

(a) Evaluation of the dog by a certified applied behaviorist, a board-certified veterinary 

behaviorist, or another recognized expert, and completion of training or other treatment as 

deemed appropriate, at the owner's expense; 

(b) Secure humane confinement of the dog for a period of time and in a manner deemed 

appropriate by the court, designed to prevent escape, protect the public from unauthorized 

contact, and protect the dog from the elements pursuant to § 353-b of the Agriculture and 

Markets Law (which shall not include lengthy tying or chaining); 

(c) Restraint of the dog on a leash by an adult of at least twenty-one (21) years of age 

whenever the dog is on public premises; 

(d) Muzzling of the dog whenever it is on public premises, in a manner that will prevent biting 

but will not injure the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration; or 

(e) Maintenance of a liability insurance policy in an amount determined by the court, not to 

exceed One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000), for personal injury or death resulting from 

an attack by such dangerous dog. 

D. Aggravating Circumstances; Euthanasia or Permanent Confinement 

Upon a finding that a dog is a dangerous dog, the Town Justice may order humane euthanasia 

or permanent confinement of the dog if one of the aggravating circumstances set forth in § 123(3) 

of the Agriculture and Markets Law is established at the hearing, namely: (a) the dog, without 

justification, attacked a person causing serious physical injury or death; (b) the dog has a known 

vicious propensity evidenced by a previous unjustified attack causing serious physical injury or 

death; or (c) the dog, without justification, caused serious physical injury or death to a companion, 

farm, or domestic animal and has, within the preceding two (2) years, caused unjustified injury or 

death to a companion or farm animal as evidenced by a prior "dangerous dog" finding. 

An order of humane euthanasia shall not be carried out until the thirty (30) day period for filing a 

notice of appeal has expired, unless the owner has waived the right to appeal in writing. Upon the 
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timely filing of a notice of appeal, the order shall be automatically stayed pending disposition of 

the appeal. 

E. Reporting 

Any person owning, possessing, or harboring a dog that has been adjudged a dangerous dog 

shall report the presence of such dangerous dog in accordance with § 209-cc of the General 

Municipal Law. 

SECTION 11. CIVIL PENALTIES AND CRIMINAL LIABILITY FOR BITES AND 
ATTACKS 

Consistent with § 123 of the Agriculture and Markets Law: 

A. The owner of a dog who, through any act or omission, negligently permits his or her dog to 

bite a person, service dog, guide dog, or hearing dog causing physical injury shall be subject 

to a civil penalty not to exceed Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00), in addition to any other 

applicable penalties. 

B. The owner of a dog who, through any act or omission, negligently permits his or her dog to 

bite a person causing serious physical injury shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed 

One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00), in addition to any other applicable penalties. 

Any such penalty may be reduced by any amount paid by the owner as restitution to the 

injured person for unreimbursed medical expenses, lost earnings, and other damages 

resulting from the injury. 

C. The owner of a dog who, through any act or omission, negligently permits his or her dog, 

previously determined to be a dangerous dog under Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets 

Law, to bite a person causing serious physical injury shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 

punishable by a fine not to exceed Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00), or by imprisonment 

not to exceed ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment, in addition to any other 

applicable penalties. Any such fine may be reduced by any amount paid as restitution as 

described above. 

D. The owner of a dangerous dog shall be strictly liable for medical costs incurred by any 

person, companion animal, farm animal, service dog, guide dog, or hearing dog resulting from 

injury inflicted by such dog, as provided by § 121 of the Agriculture and Markets Law. 

SECTION 12. COMPLAINTS, PROCEDURE, AND HEARING 

Any person alleging a violation of this Local Law or Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law 

may make a signed, written complaint to the Dog Control Officer. Such complaint shall specify 

the objectionable conduct, the date and location thereof, any damage caused, a description of 

the dog, and, if known, the name and address of the owner. Upon receipt of such complaint, the 

Dog Control Officer shall notify the owner or harborer of the dog, personally or by certified mail, 

of the objectionable conduct; refusal or failure of the owner or harborer to accept such notice shall 

not invalidate the notification. 
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Upon reasonable belief that a violation has occurred, the Dog Control Officer shall issue an 

appearance ticket returnable before the Town Justice. The Town Justice shall hold a hearing to 

determine whether a violation has occurred and, upon a finding of violation, may order the owner 

or harborer to confine the dog to the owner's premises, subject to seizure by the Dog Control 

Officer for failure to confine, and shall impose such penalties as are provided by this Local Law. 

SECTION 13. PENALTIES FOR OFFENSES 

Except where a specific penalty is prescribed elsewhere in this Local Law or by State law, any 

person who violates any provision of this Local Law shall be guilty of a violation as defined in the 

Penal Law and shall be subject to the following civil penalties, consistent with § 118 of the 

Agriculture and Markets Law: 

A. For a first violation: a fine of not less than Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) nor more than One 

Hundred Dollars ($100.00). 

B. For a second violation, if committed within a six (6) month period following the first: a fine 

of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor more than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars 

($250.00). 

C. For a third or subsequent violation within any six (6) month period, or for any violation by a 

person who has been found to have violated this Local Law or Article 7 of the Agriculture and 

Markets Law two (2) or more times within the preceding five (5) years: a fine of not less than 

One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or 

imprisonment not to exceed fifteen (15) days, or both. 

D. The owning of a dog, cat, or domesticated ferret in violation of the compulsory rabies 

vaccination requirement of § 2141 of the Public Health Law shall constitute a violation subject 

to a fine not to exceed Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for each offense. 

E. The court costs and reasonable attorney's fees incurred by the Town in prosecuting a 

violation of this Local Law shall be the financial responsibility of the defendant if such 

defendant is found guilty or concedes the violation before the Town Justice. 

The penalties provided herein are in addition to, and not in lieu of, the civil penalties and criminal 

liability provided under Section 10 of this Local Law and § 123 of the Agriculture and Markets 

Law. 

SECTION 14. DOG CONTROL OFFICER 

The Town Board shall appoint one or more Dog Control Officers pursuant to § 113 of the 

Agriculture and Markets Law. The Dog Control Officer shall be responsible for enforcing the 

provisions of this Local Law and Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law, and shall maintain 

such records and file such reports with the Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets as may be 

required by law. The Dog Control Officer shall have the authority to issue appearance tickets 

pursuant to § 150.20 of the Criminal Procedure Law for violations of this Local Law. 
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SECTION 15. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 

No liability in damages or otherwise shall be incurred by the Town, its officers, employees, agents, 

or contractors on account of any seizure, impoundment, euthanasia, or adoption of a dog 

undertaken in good faith pursuant to this Local Law or Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets 

Law, except upon proof of a willful or intentional act to a reasonable degree of certainty. 

SECTION 16. CONFLICT WITH STATE LAW 

In the event of any conflict between the provisions of this Local Law and the New York State 

Agriculture and Markets Law or the New York State Public Health Law, the provisions of State 

law shall prevail. This Local Law is intended to be, and shall be construed as, more stringent than 

the standards set forth in the Agriculture and Markets Law where permitted, and to supersede 

such law only to the extent that the Agriculture and Markets Law is silent on a matter regulated 

herein, all as authorized by § 124 of the Agriculture and Markets Law and § 10 of the Municipal 

Home Rule Law. 

SECTION 17. SEVERABILITY 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this Local Law shall be 

adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, 

impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, 

sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part directly involved in the controversy in which 

such judgment shall have been rendered. 

SECTION 18. REPEAL OF PRIOR LOCAL LAWS 

All prior local laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations of the Town of Granby, or portions thereof, 

relating to the licensing, identification, or control of dogs, and which are inconsistent with this 

Local Law, are hereby repealed as of the effective date of this Local Law. 

SECTION 19. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York Secretary of State in 

accordance with § 27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law. 


